
GLOBAL RELATIONS FORUM 
15     ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

AND GRF BOARD MISSION TO LONDON
As the Board of D�rectors of the Global Relat�ons Forum
(GRF), we held a ser�es of h�gh-level v�s�ts, contacts,
meet�ngs, and events w�th the part�c�pat�on of GRF members
on 7-8 May 2024 �n London.

To commemorate the 100th ann�versary of the re-
establ�shment of d�plomat�c t�es between Turkey and the
Un�ted K�ngdom, as well as the 15th ann�versary of  the Global
Relat�ons Forum, we came together �n London w�th the
representat�ves from c�v�l soc�ety and the pr�vate sector,
researchers, d�plomats and pol�t�c�ans,  who work, th�nk, and
produce �deas and projects on Turkey-UK relat�ons.

the role that the GRF can play �n th�s regard. Dur�ng our meet�ngs w�th our Br�t�sh counterparts, we
emphas�zed the strateg�c nature of b�lateral relat�ons between Turkey and the Un�ted K�ngdom, and the�r
�mportance for the w�der European geography. We expressed Turkey's pr�or�t�es �n the process of
updat�ng the Free Trade Agreement between our countr�es.

We d�scussed further develop�ng the econom�c partnersh�p
between Turkey and the Un�ted K�ngdom, as well as
partnersh�ps �n the energy, defense and manufactur�ng
�ndustr�es w�th fore�gn �nvestors, entrepreneurs, sen�or
company representat�ves and pol�cymakers we met �n
London. We evaluated the potent�al of b�lateral relat�ons,
and the �mportant econom�c and pol�t�cal roles that both
non-member states of the EU wh�ch are located at two
d�fferent ends of the cont�nent, can play �n w�der Europe.
We also exam�ned the�r contr�but�ons to the prosper�ty,
secur�ty and stab�l�ty of the cont�nent, as well as the �ssues
on wh�ch they can cooperate �n d�fferent geograph�es of the
world. 
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Dur�ng our meet�ngs, we d�scussed d�fferent d�mens�ons of
the Turkey-UK b�lateral relat�ons such as econom�c
partnersh�p, �nvestment, trade, defense, secur�ty, m�grat�on

and youth. W�th experts from Turkey and the Un�ted
K�ngdom, we d�scussed ways to strengthen  b�lateral relat�ons beyond the�r current level and we evaluated the

th



On the f�rst day of our v�s�t, we met w�th more than
130 Turk�sh and Br�t�sh guests hosted by Turkey’s
Ambassador to London, H.E. Osman Koray Ertaş, at
the Res�dence of the Turk�sh Embassy. As
representat�ves of c�v�l soc�ety �n Turkey, we
presented the work of GRF to our guests.  We
celebrated the 15th ann�versary of GRF by d�scuss�ng
Turkey-UK relat�ons and develop�ng new �deas for
the future. Th�s spec�al gather�ng successfully
brought together a large and d�verse crowd.

In the f�rst sess�on, we had the opportun�ty to d�scuss the outlook for UK pol�t�cs �n the run-up to the
elect�ons, the econom�c and fore�gn pol�c�es of the new government, and the UK's post-elect�on relat�ons
w�th the US, the EU, and Turkey. We also touched upon the b�lateral econom�c, �nvestment, and trade
relat�ons between Turkey and the UK, and the future of these relat�ons. We exam�ned the Free Trade
Agreement between the two countr�es and the ongo�ng negot�at�on process.

On the second day of our v�s�t to London, we
organ�zed a spec�al meet�ng  ent�tled ‘Turkey-UK
Roundtable: Turkey and the UK �n the Internat�onal
Env�ronment at a T�me of Extraord�nary Flux” �n
collaborat�on w�th the �nfluent�al th�nk tank,
Chatham House. The two-sess�on event brought
together pol�cymakers, representat�ves from the
d�plomat�c commun�ty, c�v�l soc�ety, and the
pr�vate sector, as well as researchers and young
people from Turkey and the UK. 
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The speakers h�ghl�ghted several key po�nts dur�ng
th�s sess�on. They ment�oned that post-Brex�t UK �s
fac�ng challenges, part�cularly �n the
manufactur�ng �ndustry. Add�t�onally, the economy
�s heav�ly rel�ant on the serv�ce sector. Desp�te
these �ssues, the bus�ness and corporate sectors
rema�n dynam�c and res�l�ent aga�nst cr�ses and
shocks. Moreover, the econom�es of Turkey and the
UK share s�m�lar character�st�cs �n th�s regard. It
was emphas�zed that both econom�es are 'open
econom�es,' w�th a h�gh share of fore�gn trade �n
the�r GDP, desp�te fac�ng cr�ses and d�ff�cult�es. 

and that mutual trust has been bu�lt between the two
countr�es. The commun�cat�on channels between the
two governments are always open, w�th off�c�als and
bureaucrats ma�nta�n�ng an open, transparent, and
respons�ble d�alogue on common �ssues. Both
countr�es have strong synerg�es �n fore�gn and
secur�ty pol�c�es, as they are 'non-EU NATO all�es'.

It was emphas�zed that Turkey had exper�enced ser�ous econom�c and f�nanc�al d�ff�cult�es �n the last two
years. the new econom�c team has �n�t�ated a 'return to orthodox pol�c�es,' wh�ch has been pos�t�vely
rece�ved by London-based f�nanc�al c�rcles. Desp�te th�s progress, challenges rema�n �n combat�ng
�nflat�on, establ�sh�ng a sound f�scal pol�cy, and �mprov�ng the qual�ty of growth. Fore�gn �nvestors are
beg�nn�ng to show conf�dence �n the Med�um Term Program, lead�ng to a renewed �nterest �n the Turk�sh
market. Add�t�onally, �t was h�ghl�ghted that partnersh�ps �n energy, clean energy, green transformat�on,
low carbon economy, d�g�tal economy, defense procurement, and the defense �ndustry present �mportant
cooperat�on opportun�t�es between the two countr�es.
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In the second sess�on, we d�scussed the secur�ty and stab�l�ty of Europe, and the roles that two NATO
member states can play �n these areas. The speakers emphas�zed that Turkey has lost an �mportant
supporter �n the EU after Brex�t. It was noted that Turkey and the UK have been ‘Strateg�c Partners’ s�nce 2007 

Over the past 15 years, both countr�es have �ncreased the�r 
openness to fore�gn trade, yet the�r trade w�th each other has decreased. Add�t�onally, both econom�es
struggle w�th a structural current account def�c�t, mak�ng them dependent on external f�nanc�ng.



On the even�ng of May 8th, we came together w�th GRF Commun�ty members who part�c�pated at GRF's
youth and commun�ty programs, and have shaped the�r educat�on and careers �n var�ous c�t�es �n the UK.
The commun�ty meet�ng brought together  alumn� whose paths crossed w�th GRF programs �n the past. We
dec�ded to reconf�gure  the ‘GRF Commun�t�es Meet�ngs’ wh�ch are held abroad for the f�rst t�me, as annual
gather�ngs �n var�ous countr�es. Th�s would fac�l�tate exper�ence shar�ng and create new opportun�t�es to
establ�sh  an  �ntergenerat�onal d�alogue between

Dur�ng our engagements �n London, we also had the
opportun�ty to meet w�th th�nk tanks and c�v�l
soc�ety organ�zat�ons to explore potent�al jo�nt
act�v�t�es �n areas such as the Turkey-UK
partnersh�p, European secur�ty and M�ddle East
developments. Through our meet�ngs w�th S�r Adam
Thomson, D�rector of the European Leadersh�p
Network (ELN) and Kar�n von H�ppel, D�rector of
the Royal Un�ted Serv�ces Inst�tute (RUSI), we
d�scussed poss�ble areas of future cooperat�on.
Throughout our two-day program, we also met w�th
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It was d�scussed that the UK cont�nues �ts pol�t�cal, m�l�tary and d�plomat�c consultat�ons �n geograph�cal
areas where Turkey �s pol�t�cally act�ve.  The ongo�ng confl�ct follow�ng the �nvas�on of Ukra�ne by Russ�a �s
a focal po�nt on the fore�gn pol�cy agendas of both NATO member states. Notably, Turkey supports
Ukra�ne's pol�t�cal sovere�gnty and terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty wh�le ma�nta�n�ng relat�ons w�th Russ�a, suppl�es
s�gn�f�cant m�l�tary resources to Ukra�ne, and has successfully �mplemented the Black Sea Gra�n In�t�at�ve
�n collaborat�on w�th the Un�ted Nat�ons. It was evaluated that the UK �s a key partner �n Turkey’s m�l�tary
equ�pment procurement, and the�r collaborat�on holds substant�al prom�se for the development of
advanced m�l�tary technolog�es.

pol�cymakers, ambassadors and bureaucrats who have prev�ously served �n Turkey, as well as
representat�ves of major compan�es do�ng bus�ness w�th Turkey. 

our alumn� who have d�fferent backgrounds
and d�fferent areas of expert�se.
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Our board m�ss�on to London proved h�ghly successful, leav�ng us w�th renewed perspect�ves and a set of
new tasks to pursue. We are comm�tted to susta�n�ng s�m�lar programs and act�v�t�es �n the UK
throughout 2024 and beyond, wh�le also expand�ng our efforts to other countr�es.

The delegat�on that v�s�ted London �ncluded Zeynep Bodur Okyay, Cha�rperson of the Board of D�rectors;
Ambassador (R) Ahmet Üzümcü, V�ce Cha�rperson; Ambassador (R) Sel�m Yenel, Pres�dent of GRF; Board
Members Fer�de Acar, Taşkın Osman Aksoy, S�bel Asna, Gülay Barbarosoğlu, Tayfun Bayazıt, Altuğ B�lg�n,
Canan Ed�boğlu, Gözde Küçük Adıyaman, Rona Yırcalı, the GRF Secretar�at and the GRF members. 


